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Maybe Democrats’ values

EDITORIAL

|

Itwould be tempting to and top Republican law-
lismiss all the criminal al- makers accomplished the
egations and indictments deregulation of Idaho’s
iwirling around powerful dominant phone utility.
Republicans as astrictly How does abill that does
Washington, D.C., phe- nothing to serve the public
1omenon. But aftera interestand everything to
lecade of Republican benefita corporation be-
lomination in Idaho, it's come law? Follow the
iafe to say that the very CRONIN  moneytrail: Look at which
:ame culture of corruption legislators (and governor)
1as taken root in the Gem received big contributions
itate. from Qwest and thenlook at how

Last spring, welearned our
jovernor was exploiting aloop-
1olein order to collect contribu-
ions for a campaign he neverin-
ends to run. The special interest
nd corporate money was being
ised for expensive haircuts, lav-
shmeals, chocolate and other
rivolous expenses.

Atthe same time, the governor

they voted. -

The University Place fiasco,
“anincestuous mess,” according
to former State Sen. Stan
Hawkins, R-Ucon, has cost tax-
payers millions. The subsequent
Prince Report, whichreadslike a
Srh% who of EM wmv:czngaﬂmn-
ty, has prompted ongoing and far-
reaching federal and county crim-

READER’S VIEW

inalinvestigations. .

Haveyouheard of the “devel-
oper’s discount?” This property
tax exemption, msm_vo%&w creat-
ed forranchers an farmers, has
allowed folks like Gov. Dirk
Kempthorne to get away with
payingless than $10 in taxes for
his14acresnear Cascade.

Atthelocallevel, the tangled
investigation into who smeared
mayoral candidate Chuck Winder
withawave of anonymous, llth-
hour calls continues. Cries for jus-
tice from the Republican political
elite, who backed Winder’s candi-
dacy, have been muted now that it
appears those involved in the po-
tentially illegal attacks were fel-
lowRepublicans.

Kuna Sen. Jack Noble shamed
the Senate last spring by failing to
disclose conflicts of interest ona

are more in

billhe sponsored and then lying’
aboutitunder oath. Our three Re-
publican Ada County commis-
sioners allegedly violated closed
meeting laws in June; their legal
defense has now cost taxpayers
over $15,000.. .

BackinD.C., Reps. Otter and
Simpsonreceived money from
Jack Abramoff, the Republican
super-lobbyist convicted on tax

- evasion, fraud and corruption

charges. Sen. Craigreceived over
$8,000 from defense contractor
Brent Wilkes, his company, and
hisassociates. Wilkes bribed ex-
California congressman Duke
Cunningham with money and
giftsin éxchange for government
contracts. .

The stench that hangs over
Boise has nothing to do with our
winter inversions. It’s about the

concentration of power in the
hands ofaparty that governs by
secrecy and cronyism. Two par-
ties of relatively equal strength
provide for vigorous debate,
thoughtful compromise, creative
solutions, and plenty of oversight
and accountability —sucha sys-
tem is the hallmark of our democ-
racy. Absent suchbalance, ab-
solute power is the result, and we
all know what absolute power
does.

Certainly, not all Republicans
are corrupt, nor are all Democrats
untainted. But adisturbing pat-
tern of behavior by the party in
power should give independent
and Republican voters pause.

Forthose ponderingthe pre-
dictable response, “All the De-
mocrats do is complain, but don’t
offer any solutions;” save your

line with your own

breath. For many years, Idaho De-
mocrats have introduced bills
promoting opengovernment, -
campaign finance reform, and
stronger ethics laws — legislation
that was swiftly killed by Republi-
cans. . e L
Asweenter anew legislative
sessionand an election year, vot-
ers should consider what Repub-
lican rule has wrought: costly .
scandals, closed government, and
apay-to-play system at the State-
house. : :

Thenlook at the many fine can-
didates on the ballot this year who
don’thave an “R” after their -
names. You may find that their
values and priorities are much
more inline with your own.

Brian Croninis the chairman of the
Ada County Democrats.



