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Nicgle LeFavoui (D-Boise):

We have government to ensure that our
society keeps competition on a level
playing field so that everybody gets to
participate somewhat equally. Also,
government should ensure that where
competition fails, we address the needs
of people who simply don’t have the
same access to all of the freedoms of our
society. To make sure that people don't
go hungry, or without education, or without
being able to afford to go to a doctor.

'm very fortunate. | grew up with a lot
of advantages, education, family stability,
love. | live a very comfortable life. Others
are much less fortunate. | think that to
talk about personal responsibility being
beyond the scope of government is to
some extent a cop-out. | think we should
value taking care of our neighbors, making
sure our communities are healthy, that we
see it as our personal responsibility to
make sure that happens.

Shirley McKague (R-Meridian): We
have a budget. | think we should do some
prioritizing. There’s waste to be found in
most departments. We don’t have the
money coming in that we used to.

We have to remember that this is not the
government’s money; it's not our money.
It's the taxpayers’ money to do certain
things. Less government results in better
government, in individual responsibility,
more pride in what you've earned and in
taking care of yourself.

Brian Cronin (D-Boise): For many years
the Democrats have been perceived as
being soft on personal responsibility; that
is to say we weren't necessarily teaching
people how to fish, we were giving them
a fish. There’s an element of personal
responsibility we need to address. |
think the welfare reform of the 90s was
an important step in doing that. But we
do need to take care of the vulnerable
members of society. To come at it from
the assumption that people are going to
take advantage of the so-called handouts
from the government | think is deeply
cynical and wrong-headed.
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Ben Doty (R-Boise): Government has the responsibility
to protect and assist. But it’s frustrating. For example, we
have certain free immunizations for children—but we have
almost had to incentivize, to pay people to go and get these

shots. And the percent of people who do get them is still
low in our state. What we should try to do is to get people
to be more independent and stop having government pay
for this and that.

Dr. James Weatherby, of the BSU Department of
Public Policy and Administration, emphasizes that Idaho’s
conservatism is fiscal more than social. He mentions the
“frontier streak”—a dose of libertarianism—that remains an
important part of our politics. He doesn’t see any radical
changes in the near future. Shifts in Idaho politics will come
incrementally.

Indeed, Republicans will likely continue to thrive here.
Democrats, as Brian Cronin said, “have got to be hopeful.
There’s only one direction to go—and that’s up. Hard work
can get it done.”

Want to be informed and involved?
« Start with your county party organization. - Sites
include news, party platforms, and links to state and
national sites:
http://adacounty.idgop.org/
http://www.adademocrats.org

+Contact your legislator. Emails, letters, working with
non-profit groups, staying informed on the issues—
these things have an impact.http://www.legislature.
idaho.gov/




